Dear Friends,
As The Northwest Center celebrates its 40th year, and I look back on the thousands of mothers and
babies we have served, I wanted to thank you, our supporters, for making this work possible. In the
coming pages, you will read quotes from clients of our pregnancy center and residents of our maternity
home. You will see the breakdown of the comprehensive services we provide and have provided for
four decades. Please know that, without you, we could do none of this. We rely on the generosity of
our donors to empower women to choose life for their unborn children, and we are tremendously
grateful for your support as we work to cultivate a culture of life in our nation’s capital.
But before we can look further into our past, I must take this moment to highlight the events of this
past year. To say 2020 was an unusual year is an understatement. The Covid-19 pandemic both greatly
exacerbated the need for our services in DC, and also radically altered the way we meet the needs of
our clients. To maximize the safety of our clients, our staff sprang into action, shifting all in-person
sessions to telephone appointments. Many of our clients lost their income due to the pandemic, and we
navigated the ever-changing resources available in order to connect them to financial and material
assistance so they could provide for their families. Our pregnancy center director coordinated
contactless curbside pick-ups for material assistance so our clients could continue to rely on us for
diapers, wipes, and other necessities for their babies. We were able to transition some of our volunteers
to remote assistance. We were forced to cancel our annual gala, which serves as our largest fundraiser,
but once again the generosity of our supporters overwhelmed us. As we look forward to brighter days
ahead, I cannot thank you enough for your efforts on behalf of The Northwest Center during this
challenging time.
Your support has enabled us to serve nearly 60,000 individuals in the past 40 years and will allow us to
continue to grow in the next 40-plus years. Your contributions also allow us to offer supportive
housing and to pregnant women who have no other place to go. We value each and every dollar you
send our way and utilize each donation in the most effective way possible. Your dollars literally save
and change lives. I hope you will take a few minutes to read this report. We truly do work on a
shoestring budget, serving 1,000 individuals annually on a budget of $300,000 with a small staff and
dedicated volunteers. If you are a current supporter, I hope this report will encourage you to continue
to give. If you are a new supporter or haven’t donated in some time, I hope you will see the true impact
and invaluable service we provide to pregnant and parenting women.
On behalf of all of us at The Northwest Center, but more importantly on behalf of the women and
children we serve, thank you for your continued support. May God bless you.
Sincerely,

Susan Gallucci, LICSW
Executive Director

Our Mission:
The Northwest Center seeks to promote the dignity of women and a respect for all human life. We
seek to accomplish this goal by offering the loving support and comprehensive aid necessary to
enable all women to continue their pregnancies, deliver healthy babies, and adequately care for
themselves and their children.

Our Programs:
Pregnancy Center: The pregnancy center program provides women
with the necessary resources and emotional support so that they are able
to continue their pregnancies and deliver full-term, healthy babies. The
primary way that this assistance is provided is through the center’s Step
Up program. In this program, pregnant women and families with infants
meet monthly with a staff member to assess needs and goals, receive
material assistance, and get connected to community resources. Families
may participate in the Step Up program until the child reaches two and a
half years old. Due to the personalized nature of our services, our staff
and trained volunteers are able to form lasting supportive relationships
with the individuals we serve over the course of our monthly meetings.
Many of the families stop by to donate baby items or to say hello even after their child has aged out
of the program. We also will help families who have completed the program with a job or food stamp
application or connect them to resources in the community.

Maternity Home: The Northwest Center’s maternity home provides
transitional, supportive housing to pregnant women who are experiencing
homelessness, and any children they have. Residents enter the program
during any stage of pregnancy and may stay in the program for up to 18
months. As the only place in DC where a pregnant woman without other
children can come for housing at any stage of her pregnancy, the
maternity home plays a crucial role in addressing the problem of
homelessness and pregnancy in our nation’s capital. Each resident works
with maternity home staff to establish short and long-term goals,
including independent living skills and building and strengthening support networks. After a woman
moves into her own housing, she may continue to work with the social worker for as long as she
would like assistance. In this way, the staff and other moms at the home remain part of her expanded
support network. This is a significant part of our commitment to the mission of empowering women
to achieve true change in their lives.

40 Years of Service:
1981

1984

|

|

Georgetown University students and alumni
realize the need for pro-life pregnancy resources
and found The Northwest Center.

1993

The Northwest Center opens its pregnancy
center in the basement of St. Stephen the
Martyr Church.

1994

|
Faced by a growing need for housing
pregnant women, The Northwest
Center’s Board of Directors rents a
property near the Catholic University
of America and opens the maternity
home.

|
The pregnancy center changes locations
once more and opens its office on T Street
NW.

2002

2008

|
The Northwest Center marks its
25,000th client served.

|
The Northwest Center receives the
White House “Volunteer Services
Award” presented by the President's
Council on Service and Civic
Participation, the Corporation for
National and Community Services,
and the USA FreedomCorps.

1985

1986

|

|

The Northwest Center hosts its first
Indian Summer Ball, an annual gala to
raise funds for the Center.

1996
|
The Board purchases the rowhouse at
2702 Ontario Road NW, and volunteers
prepare the property to house both the
pregnancy center and maternity home
programs.

2016
|
Susan Gallucci, LICSW, The Northwest Center’s
Executive Director, is named Catholic Social
of the year by the Catholic Social Workers’
National Association.
since its founding.

The pregnancy center is moved from
St. Stephen’s to its new location on
14th Street NW in order to serve the
growing needs of the Center.

1997
|
The Ontario Road location opens to
clients and both programs operate
out of the same facility for the first
time in The Northwest Center’s
history.

2021
|
Named in 2020 by the Catalogue for
Philanthropy as “One of the best small
charities in the Greater Washington area.
NWC has served nearly 60,000 men, women,
and children

2020 Community Impact:

2018 (Audited)

2019 (Audited)

2020 (Audited)

114,056

125,006

246,049

Event income (Net)

48,341

39,701

-------

Grants

47,186

29,234

110,851

Program fees

3,859

2,609

3,842

Interest and Dividends

1,319

1,162

-------

Sale of Assets Gain/Loss

6,457

36,766

-------

-----

320

1,306

221,218

234,798

362,048

158,624

154,953

159,013

General and Administrative

42,459

36,089

34,682

Fundraising

42,796

65,945

66,207

243,879

256,987

259,902

-22,661

-22,189

102,146

Support and Revenue:
Contributions

Miscellaneous
Total Support and Revenue
Expenses:
Programs

Total Expenses
Net Excess

Board of Directors
Joseph P. Vitale, Esq. (Chairman)
Alexis I Fragosa, Esq.
Caroline Molieri, LICSW, MPA
Gloria Purvis (Treasurer)
Peter Redpath, Esq (Secretary)

Staff
Susan Gallucci, LICSW, Executive Director
Maria Meli, LGSW, Pregnancy Center Director
Kelly Marcum, Development Director
Norma Cindy Canedo, Bilingual Family Support Worker
Mary Fesalbon, Live-in Resident Manager
Rachel Torres, Live-in Resident Manager
Claire Panak, Office Manager

Contact Us:
Pregnancy Center: maria@northwestcenter.net, 202-483-7008
Maternity Home: susan@northwestcenter.net, 202-483-2857
Website: www.northwestcenter.org
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